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The Problem 

Seed systems 
Bunchy top morphology Degenerate  mat 

The vector Symptoms 
Dwarf bunch 



Hypothesis 

Using existing knowledge and technologies, with 

diagnostic tools, preferred banana diversity; while linking 

formal and informal seed systems, we can achieve 

sustainable banana production in BBTD affected areas. 



BBTV and Seed systems 
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• Materials for replanting BBTD infected areas depends on clean source 

material; diverse multiplication approaches.  Risk analysis and virus 

indexing are also needed to plan the movement of planting material: 

Lab - Nursery - Field. 

• A local seed system renovated for BBTD control should incorporate 

local varieties and preferences and link with regional and national 

germplasm collections to reduce temptation to use untested material. 

• Cost gap between traded materials and farmer demanded price 

(≈US$ 1.5) can be bridged with community seed gardens and  local 

seed exchanges if virus monitoring standards are followed. 

Lessons 
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